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Abstract 

Pan-Africanism, as both an ideology and a movement, envisions the political, cultural, and 

economic unity of Africa and its diaspora. Rooted in the struggles against colonialism and 

racial oppression, it seeks to consolidate African peoples worldwide into a collective force for 

self-determination, solidarity, and development. Despite its enduring appeal, the realization of 

Pan-African unity faces significant challenges. Historical divisions created by colonial 

boundaries, linguistic differences, and competing national interests often hinder cooperation 

among African states. Furthermore, the diaspora, though deeply connected to Africa through 

heritage and identity, grapples with issues of integration, representation, and differing socio-

political realities across continents. The paper adopts a qualitative analytical approach and 

draws on secondary sources of data. Findings indicate that globalization, migration, and the 

persistence of neo-colonial structures complicate efforts to build a unified front. Additionally, 

ideological fragmentation within Pan-African discourse, ranging from cultural revivalism to 

economic integration, creates tensions over priorities and strategies. Yet the rise of digital 

platforms, transnational networks, and renewed calls for reparations and recognition of 

Africa’s global contributions highlight opportunities to bridge divides. The paper concludes 

that achieving Pan-African solidarity requires reimagining unity beyond state-centric models, 

embracing inclusive frameworks that integrate diaspora voices, and fostering collaborative 

approaches to address shared challenges in the 21st century. 

Keywords: Pan-Africanism, African Diaspora, Unity and Solidarity, Colonial Legacy & 

Globalization Challenges 
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Introduction  

Pan-Africanism is a political and cultural ideology that seeks to unify African peoples 

across the continent and the diaspora on the basis of shared history, struggles, and aspirations. 

Rooted in the fight against slavery, colonialism, and racial discrimination, the movement has 

evolved over centuries, encompassing intellectual, political, and cultural dimensions. The 

African diaspora refers to communities of African descent living outside the African continent, 

with many maintaining cultural, emotional, and political ties to Africa.1 Together, Pan-

Africanism and the diaspora represent a powerful force for global African solidarity, 

empowerment, and liberation from neocolonial forces. The movement seeks to unify and 

empower people of African descent worldwide. It emphasizes shared experiences, cultural 

heritage, and collective struggles.2 The idea of creating a ‘United States of Africa’ has been in 

the Pan-African discourse in Africa for quite some time and has been heavily contested within 

the continent and in the diaspora. The opinion of using Pan-Africanism as a mechanism for the 

realization of the notion of a ‘United States of Africa’ dates back to the period when African 

forefathers were struggling for independence from colonial rule.3 African Pan-Africanists like 

Kwame Nkrumah, Sekou Touré, Tom Mboya, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Lumumba Patrick, and Julius 

Nyerere were amongst the many (African) proponents of this doctrine.  

 
1H. Adi, Pan-Africanism: A History. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2018, p.78 
 
2 V.O. S.Okeke, and E. T. Aniche, Economic Regionalism and Dependency in Africa: A Study of African 

Economic Community (AEC). Arabian Journal of Business and Management Review, 1(11), 2012: 5-23.  
 

3S. Wapmuk, Pan-Africanism in the 21st Century: African Union and the Challenges of Cooperation and 

Integration in Africa, BJIR Brazilian Journal of International Relations, vol.10, (2), 2021: 284-310 
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Pan-Africanism originated in the late 19th and early 20th centuries as a response to the 

exploitation and marginalization of African people during colonialism and the transatlantic 

slave trade. Early Pan-African thinkers like Edward Wilmot Blyden, W.E.B. Du Bois, and 

Marcus Garvey emphasized African pride, self-determination, and unity.4 The Pan-African 

Congresses, especially the 1945 Manchester Congress, laid the foundation for anti-colonial 

movements and the eventual independence of many African nations. 

Leaders such as Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, Julius Nyerere of Tanzania, and Haile 

Selassie of Ethiopia further championed the cause of continental unity. The formation of the 

Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963 marked a significant step in institutionalizing 

Pan-African ideals. However, its successor, the African Union (AU), continues to grapple with 

translating these ideals into effective policy and cooperation. The African diaspora has 

historically played a central role in the development and promotion of Pan-Africanism. 

Intellectuals and activists in the Americas, the Caribbean, and Europe helped internationalize 

African struggles, linking civil rights movements with anti-colonial struggles.5 Cultural 

expressions such as music, literature, and religion have also strengthened the emotional and 

symbolic ties between Africans and the diaspora.6 

 
4 W.E. B Du Bois,  The Souls of Black Folk. A foundational text in Black consciousness and Pan-African 

thought, 1919, p.19 
 

5 I. Okpewho,  B. D. Carole, B. D. and A. M. Ali (eds.)  The African Diaspora: African Origins and New 

World Identities. Indiana University Press, 2001, p314 
 

6 P. O. Esedebe, Pan-Africanism: The Idea and Movement, 1776–1991. Howard University Press, 1994, 

p.59 
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It has been over 50 years since Africa gained its “complete” independence from 

colonial rule, with the established national identities and an emphasis on state sovereignty in 

Africa today, putting the guiding philosophy of Pan-Africanism into practice as a means to 

bring the vision of a United States of Africa to life has been overshadowed by its reduced 

relevance in the political, socio-economic fabric of the continent.7 To put it another way, it is 

as a consequence of the change in the understanding of the term Pan-Africanism. Particularly, 

a shift from an emphasis on African political unity as a means to develop the pan-African 

agenda to one that now indicates economic unity as integral to delivering the pan-African 

dream. Also, coupled with the importance of state sovereignty as an impediment to realizing 

the Pan-African dream in modern-day Africa. Irrespective of these changes and hurdles to the 

unification of the continent, the doctrine of Pan-Africanism remains moderately relevant to 

Africans generally, to those who claim to be Pan-Africanists, proponents of enabling the 

continent to attain economic and political independence and or stability, and to those who 

foresee and anticipate a complete political and socio-economic turnover or transformation for 

Africa. Notwithstanding, this is also where the problem lies as those who claim to be Pan-

Africanists and maintain that they agree with Kwame Nkrumah's way of thinking or affirm 

that they share his dream and vision for the progress and unification of the continent are afraid 

 
7 A. Adesola, The Spirit is Willing, But the Flesh is Weak: Contemporary Pan-Africanism and The 

Challenges to A United States of Africa, The University of San Francisco, USF Scholarship: a digital 

repository @ Gleeson Library |Geschke Center, 2021, p121 
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to allow his ideas to become a reality, precisely concerning the creation of a United States of 

Africa.8 

In recent decades, efforts have been made to formalize the relationship between Africa 

and its diaspora. The African Union has recognized the diaspora as the “sixth region” of Africa, 

signaling a desire to involve people of African descent in global efforts for development and 

unity.9 However, practical collaboration remains limited due to persistent challenges. Despite 

its noble ideals and historical significance, achieving Pan-African unity remains a major 

challenge. Differences in geography, culture, language, politics, economic development, and 

historical experiences continue to divide Africans and people of African descent.10 This paper 

explores the historical roots of Pan-Africanism, the role of the African diaspora, and the 

contemporary challenges that hinder the realization of Pan-African unity. 

The study employs a qualitative analytical methodology and utilizes the historical 

method of data collection which relies on secondary sources for data gathering. Some of those 

sources include books, journal articles, magazines, newspapers, and internet sources which 

help to shed more light on the subject matter. Data generated from various sources were 

carefully evaluated, synthesized, analyzed, and integrated into the content analysis of the 

 
8T Adeleke, “Black Americans and Africa: A Critique of the Pan-African and Identity Paradigms.” The 

International Journal of African Historical Studies, vol. 31, no. 3, 1998, pp. 505– 536. 

9P. O. Esedebe, Pan-Africanism: The Idea and Movement, 1776–1991. Howard University Press, 1994, 

p.68 
 

10M. Sherwood, Pan-Africanism and the Struggle for Freedom in Africa, 1900-2000. Routledge, 2013, 

p.208 
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subject matter under investigation, from which conclusions were drawn, and enduring 

recommendations put forward.    

The vision of Pan-Africanism has long been celebrated as a pathway to unity, 

empowerment, and collective progress for Africa and its diaspora. However, despite decades 

of intellectual advocacy and political mobilization, the realization of Pan-African unity 

remains elusive. The continent continues to grapple with divisions rooted in colonial 

boundaries, linguistic diversity, and competing national interests that weaken collective action. 

At the same time, the African diaspora, though historically central to Pan-African thought, 

faces challenges of integration, representation, and differing socio-political realities across 

regions. Globalization and neo-colonial structures further complicate efforts to build solidarity, 

as external influences often undermine indigenous initiatives for cooperation. Ideological 

fragmentation within Pan-African discourse ranging from cultural revivalism to economic 

integration creates tensions over priorities and strategies. Consequently, the promise of Pan-

Africanism risks being reduced to rhetoric rather than practical transformation. This study 

intends to investigate the historical and contemporary challenges impeding Pan-African unity, 

with particular attention to the role of the diaspora, structural obstacles, and the need for 

inclusive frameworks that transcend state-centric models. By examining these issues, the 

research seeks to highlight pathways toward meaningful solidarity and collective 

empowerment in the 21st century. 
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Conceptualizing Pan-Africanism, Cooperation and Integration in Africa 

The term Pan-Africanism has remained essentially contested. There has never been one 

universally accepted definition of exactly what constitutes Pan-Africanism. Different authors 

and scholars have provided variants of definitions while acknowledging the fact that Pan-

Africanism has taken different forms at different historical moments and geographical 

locations. Nevertheless, most writers would agree that Pan Africanism, sometimes referred to 

as black-nationalism or Afro-centrism, as ideology and movement, is concerned with the 

social, economic, cultural and political emancipation of African peoples, including the African 

diaspora. The AU held its 21st Ordinary Session from 26th -27th May, 2013, at Addis Ababa, 

fifty years after the founding of its predecessor the OAU in May 1963. The AU, which was 

barely ten years old, adopted the theme of Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance for the 

anniversary summit. A special AU publication explained that  

Pan-Africanism is an ideology and movement that encouraged the solidarity 

of Africans worldwide. It is based on the belief that unity is vital to 

economic, social and political progress and aims to ‘unify and uplift’ people 

of African descent. The ideology asserts that the fates of all African peoples 

and countries are intertwined. At its core, Pan-Africanism is ‘a belief that 

African peoples both on the continent and in the diaspora, share not merely 

a common history, but a common destiny.11  

 

What underlies the manifold visions and approaches of Pan-Africanism and Pan-Africanists is 

a belief in the unity, common history and common purpose of the peoples of Africa and the 

 
11 S. O. Oloruntoba, Regionalism and Integration in Africa: EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements 

and Euro-Nigeria Relations. Palgrave Macmillan, 2016, p116 
 



 
THE CALABAR HISTORICAL JOURNAL 

 Vol. 12, No. 2, December 2023, pp. 82-105. ISSN: 2315-8816  

https://thecalabarhistoricaljournal.com/  
 

89 
 

African diaspora and the notion that their destinies are interconnected.12 According to Alli Ola, 

Pan-Africanism is a movement initiated by people of African descent from the US and the 

Caribbean as a reaction to slavery, its aftermath and the condition of Africans in the world. 

Whilst cooperation refers to the process of groups working or acting together for 

common, mutual, or some underlying benefit, as opposed to working in competition for selfish 

benefit; integration has been conceptualized as the action or process of successfully joining or 

mixing different people together. In this case, it refers to the process of bringing the African 

people together to work for the integration and development of the continent of Africa. African 

cooperation and integration have been pursued at regional levels, hence, referred to as regional 

cooperation and integration. A region is defined as a group of countries which created a level 

framework for cooperation and covers an extensive economic relationship.13 Regional 

integration is seen as a rational response to the difficulties faced by a continent with many 

small national markets and landlocked countries.  

 Colonialism succeeded in the balkanization and fragmentation of Africa into small 

countries mainly to further the interests of the then colonial powers. Many years after 

independence, most African countries have remained rather small and weak. Africans are 

aware that the kingdoms and cultures of Africa were relatively well integrated in pre-colonial 

times. As a result, African governments have concluded a very large number of regional 

 
12 H. Adi, Pan-Africanism: A History. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2018, p.78 
13 K. N.antambu, “Pan-Africanism Versus Pan-African Nationalism: An Afrocentric Analysis.” Journal of 

Black Studies, vol. 28, no. 5, 1998, p. 561–574. 
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integration arrangements, several of which have significant membership overlap.14 While 

characterized by ambitious targets, they have a dismally poor implementation record. In 

essence, regional integration arrangements, not only in Africa but in other parts of the world, 

have generally been perceived as vehicles for overcoming the constraints of small national 

economies by forging closer economic cooperation to enhance growth and development. The 

nexus between these concepts is not far-fetched. Regional integration in Africa flows from the 

logic of Pan-Africanism. It exemplifies attempts at moving beyond the nation-state to foster a 

higher-level cooperation among African states to actualize the integration on the continent. 

The History of Pan-Africanism 

Pan-Africanism emerged in the early 20th century, influenced by figures like Marcus 

Garvey, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Kwame Nkrumah.15 The movement gained momentum through 

conferences, publications, and activism. It is also a political and cultural movement that seeks 

to unify African people, both on the continent and in the diaspora, in the pursuit of common 

objectives such as liberation, self-determination, and socio-economic advancement.16 Its 

historical roots span centuries, evolving through slavery, colonialism, independence 

movements, and modern globalization. As a response to the oppression of African peoples, 

Pan-Africanism has served as both a unifying ideology and a call to action, influencing 

numerous leaders, institutions, and liberation movements.17 The ideological underpinnings of 

 
14 Ake, Claude. “Pan-Africanism and African Governments.” The Review of Politics, vol. 27, no. 4, 1965, 

pp. 532–542. 

15 M. Garvey, Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey. Edited by Amy Jacques Garvey, 1923, p.219 
16R. Emerson, “Pan-Africanism.” International Organization, vol. 16, no. 2, 1962, pp. 275– 290. 
 

17 M. Garvey, Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey. p.219 
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Pan-Africanism can be traced back to the transatlantic slave trade and the African diaspora’s 

responses to racial discrimination and cultural erasure. According to Zeleza, during the 18th 

and 19th centuries, intellectuals and activists in the Americas and Europe began articulating a 

shared African identity and calling for solidarity. Among the early pioneers was Ottobah 

Cugoano, a formerly enslaved African who, in the late 18th century, advocated for abolition 

and African dignity. In the 19th century, Edward Wilmot Blyden, often dubbed the “father of 

Pan-Africanism,” promoted the idea of African cultural pride and the repatriation of African-

descended people.18 The term “Pan-Africanism” itself began to gain prominence in the early 

20th century through the work of Henry Sylvester-Williams, a Trinidadian lawyer who 

organized the First Pan-African Conference in London in 1900. This event marked the formal 

beginning of Pan-Africanism as a political movement.19 

The Pan-African Congresses were instrumental in shaping the movement throughout 

the 20th century. These meetings brought together African and diaspora leaders to discuss 

colonialism, racism, and strategies for African liberation. The Second Pan-African Congress 

1919, held in Paris and led by W.E.B. Du Bois, focused on the injustices faced by African 

peoples under colonial rule. It called for self-governance, civil rights, and economic reforms. 

Subsequent congresses, including those in Brussels 1921, London and Lisbon 1923, and New 

 
 

18 I Geiss, The Pan-African Movement: A History of Pan-Africanism in America, Europe and Africa. 

Methuen & Co, 1974, p119 

19 K Nantambu,“Pan-Africanism Versus Pan-African Nationalism: An Afrocentric Analysis.” Journal of 

Black Studies, vol. 28, no. 5, 1998, pp. 561–574. 
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York 1927, continued these themes.20 The most pivotal was the Fifth Pan-African Congress in 

Manchester, UK 1945, which featured figures like Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta, and 

George Padmore. It was a turning point that shifted Pan-Africanism from philosophical debate 

to political action, advocating for the end of colonialism and the establishment of sovereign 

African states.21 

The post-World War II period witnessed a surge in African nationalist movements, 

heavily influenced by Pan-Africanist ideals. Leaders like Kwame Nkrumah in Ghana, Julius 

Nyerere in Tanzania, and Patrice Lumumba in the Congo were ardent Pan-Africanists who 

sought to unite African nations economically and politically. Nkrumah, especially, envisioned 

a United States of Africa and promoted continental unity through institutions such as the Pan-

African Freedom Movement for East and Central Africa (PAFMECA) and later the 

Organization of African Unity (OAU), established in 1963. However, the dream of continental 

political unity proved difficult. Regional, linguistic, and ideological differences led to divisions 

among African states. While economic cooperation and solidarity remained key goals, full 

political integration remained elusive.22 

In the post-independence era, Pan-Africanism transitioned toward institutional 

frameworks, most notably through the African Union (AU), founded in 2002 as the successor 

 
20 Ola, Opeyemi. “Pan-Africanism: An Ideology of Development.” Présence Africaine, no. 112, 1979, pp. 

66–95. 
s 

21 P. Gilroy, The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness. Harvard University Press, 1993, 

p.97 
22P. Gilroy, The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness. Harvard University Press, 1993, 

p.97 
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to the OAU. The AU promotes political cooperation, economic development, and conflict 

resolution among its 55 member states. In the diaspora, Pan-Africanist ideals have continued 

to influence movements like Black Power, Afrocentrism, and contemporary calls for 

reparations and racial justice. Figures such as Malcolm X, Marcus Garvey, and Maulana 

Karenga helped embed Pan-Africanism into African-American political 

consciousness.23 Digital technology and globalization have also ushered in a new era of Pan-

African engagement. Social media, music, art, and entrepreneurship have created 

transcontinental networks that promote African identity and solidarity in innovative ways. 

The Role of the African Diaspora in Achieving Pan-Africanism 

Pan-Africanism is a worldwide intellectual movement that aims to encourage and 

strengthen bonds of solidarity between all indigenous and diasporic ethnic groups of African 

descent. Its roots are embedded in the collective response to centuries of slavery, colonialism, 

and racism.24 The African Diaspora, which includes people of African origin living outside the 

continent, has played an instrumental role in shaping and advancing Pan-Africanism.25 From 

intellectual thought and political activism to cultural revitalization and economic 

collaboration, the Diaspora has been a driving force in advocating for the unity and 

 
23 A Adesola, The Spirit is Willing, But the Flesh is Weak: Contemporary Pan-Africanism and The 

Challenges to A United States of Africa, The University of San Francisco, USF Scholarship: a digital 

repository @ Gleeson Library |Geschke Center, 2021, p224 

24 K. Nkrumah, Africa Must Unite. Heinemann, 1963, p.39 
 

25 J. A. Langley, Pan-Africanism and Nationalism in West Africa, 1900–1945. Clarendon Press, 1973, p.266 
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development of Africa and its people worldwide. Below are some of the roles played by 

African diaspora in achieving Pan Africanism, 

Historical Context 

The role of the African Diaspora in Pan-Africanism dates back to the early 19th and 

20th centuries. Intellectuals and activists such as W.E.B. Du Bois, Marcus Garvey, and George 

Padmore were among the first to articulate a Pan-African ideology that transcended 

geographical boundaries. Du Bois organized several Pan-African Congresses that brought 

together leaders and thinkers from across the globe to discuss the political and social conditions 

of Africans and people of African descent. Marcus Garvey's Universal Negro Improvement 

Association (UNIA) mobilized millions around the world with the message of Black pride and 

unity. These early efforts laid the foundation for contemporary Pan-Africanism and inspired 

liberation movements throughout Africa and the Caribbean.26 

Political Influence and Activism: 

The African Diaspora has been at the forefront of political activism related to Pan-

Africanism. The civil rights movement in the United States, the anti-apartheid struggle in 

South Africa, and decolonization movements in Africa and the Caribbean were all 

interconnected through diasporic networks. Diaspora communities often provided critical 

support, funding, and international advocacy for African liberation movements. For instance, 

the African American community in the U.S. played a key role in raising awareness and 

 
26 Langley, J. A. Pan-Africanism and Nationalism in West Africa, 1900–1945. Clarendon Press, 1973, p267 
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applying pressure on the U.S. government to impose sanctions on apartheid South Africa.27 

Today, the Diaspora continues to influence policy through lobbying, diplomacy, and 

participation in international organizations. 

Cultural and Intellectual Contributions 

Cultural expression has been another powerful vehicle for Pan-Africanism. The 

Diaspora has contributed immensely to the global appreciation of African culture through 

music, art, literature, and philosophy. The Harlem Renaissance, Negritude movement, and 

Rastafarianism are all examples of cultural movements with Pan-African underpinnings. 

Intellectuals in the Diaspora have also contributed to the academic study of African history, 

culture, and political thought, challenging Eurocentric narratives and promoting African 

perspectives. These cultural and intellectual contributions help build a shared identity among 

Africans worldwide and reinforce the goals of Pan-African unity. 

Economic Collaboration and Development 

Economic empowerment is a critical component of Pan-Africanism, and the Diaspora 

plays a significant role in this area. Remittances from the Diaspora amount to billions of dollars 

annually, providing essential support for families and communities across Africa. Beyond 

remittances, diaspora entrepreneurs and investors are increasingly involved in business 

ventures, infrastructure development, and technology transfer in Africa. Initiatives such as 

 
27 R. F. Oppong, The African Union, African Economic Community and Africa’s Regional Economic 

Communities: Untangling a Complex web. African Journal of International and Comparative Law, 18(1), 

2010: 92-103.  
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"Diaspora Bonds" and investment forums aim to harness the financial power of the Diaspora 

for sustainable development. Additionally, diaspora professionals often engage in skills 

exchange and capacity-building programs that benefit the continent.28 

The African Diaspora has been and continues to be a vital force in the realization of 

Pan-Africanism. Through political activism, cultural expression, intellectual discourse, and 

economic investment, the Diaspora fosters unity and development among African peoples 

worldwide. As globalization continues to shrink distances and connect communities, the role 

of the Diaspora in shaping Africa's future will become even more significant. Achieving the 

full vision of Pan-Africanism requires sustained collaboration between the continent and its 

global descendants, rooted in mutual respect, shared history, and a collective vision for 

progress. 

Challenges to Achieving Pan-African Unity 

Pan-African unity has long been envisioned as a powerful force for collective progress, 

yet its realization remains fraught with challenges. As Makalani observes, the African 

Diaspora despite its immense contributions faces significant obstacles in fully aligning with 

Pan-African goals. These challenges are rooted in historical legacies, contemporary political 

realities, and structural limitations, but they are also counterbalanced by new opportunities 

emerging in the modern era. One of the most pressing barriers lies in the geopolitical and 

economic divides across the continent. Africa’s fifty-five nations differ widely in political 

 
28 V. O. S. Okeke, and E. T. Aniche, Economic Regionalism and Dependency in Africa: A Study of African 

Economic Community (AEC). Arabian Journal of Business and Management Review, 1(11), 2012: 5-23.  
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systems, economic strength, and international alliances. Some countries operate under stable 

democracies, while others grapple with authoritarian regimes or fragile states. Economically, 

disparities between resource-rich nations and those struggling with poverty create competing 

priorities. These differences often hinder collective action, as national interests clash with 

continental aspirations. For the diaspora, the situation is equally complex. Communities 

scattered across Europe, the Americas, and Asia have experienced varied histories of 

colonization, enslavement, and migration. Their socio-political contexts in host countries 

shape distinct identities, making the pursuit of a unified Pan-African identity difficult to 

sustain. 

Language and cultural barriers further complicate unity. Colonial legacies left Africa 

divided along linguistic lines English, French, Portuguese, and Arabic dominate official 

discourse while indigenous languages remain marginalized. Diaspora communities, 

meanwhile, often speak entirely different languages shaped by their host societies. This 

linguistic fragmentation obstructs communication and limits the ability to mobilize across 

borders. Cultural differences, too, can create misunderstandings or dilute shared identity, 

weakening the bonds necessary for collective solidarity.29 Institutional integration presents 

another challenge. While the African Union (AU) has made strides by recognizing the diaspora 

as the “sixth region” of Africa, its initiatives often falter in practice. Weak institutions, 

inadequate funding, and political instability undermine implementation. Engagement with 

 
29 S. O. Oloruntoba, Pan-Africanism, Regional Integration and Development in Africa. In S.O. Oloruntoba 

(Ed.), Pan Africanism, Regional Integration and Development in Africa. Springer, 2020, p,136 
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diaspora communities frequently remains symbolic, with limited tangible partnerships or 

sustained collaboration. Without strong institutional frameworks, the diaspora’s potential 

contributions to continental development risk being underutilized. 

Generational gaps also pose a significant obstacle. Many younger Africans and 

members of the diaspora lack awareness of Pan-African history and its objectives. For them, 

Pan-Africanism can appear abstract or outdated, disconnected from contemporary struggles 

such as unemployment, climate change, or digital inequality. Without deliberate education and 

exposure, the ideals of Pan-Africanism risk fading into irrelevance, leaving future generations 

disengaged from the vision of continental unity.30 

Globalization and neocolonial influence add yet another layer of complexity. Africa 

continues to be marginalized within global economic and political systems, with external 

actors often exerting more influence on policy than internal solidarity efforts. Multinational 

corporations exploit African resources, while powerful states shape trade and security agendas 

to their advantage. For diaspora communities, pressures of assimilation and marginalization in 

host countries limit their ability to act collectively. Many find themselves negotiating between 

integration into their host societies and maintaining ties to Africa, a balancing act that can 

dilute their capacity for unified action. 

Despite these challenges, opportunities for Pan-African unity are emerging. 

Technological advancements have created new avenues for communication and collaboration, 

 
30 S. Wapmuk, In search of greater unity: African states and the quest for an African union government. 

Journal of Alternative Perspectives in the Social Sciences, 1 (3), 2009” 645-671.  
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bridging linguistic and geographic divides. Increased mobility allows for greater exchange 

between Africa and its diaspora, while transnational networks foster solidarity across borders. 

The AU’s recognition of the diaspora as a formal partner signals a growing institutional 

commitment to integration, even if implementation remains uneven. These developments 

suggest that while obstacles persist, the vision of Pan-African unity is not unattainable. It 

requires deliberate effort to overcome fragmentation, strengthen institutions, educate younger 

generations, and resist external pressures. Suffice it to say achieving Pan-African unity is a 

complex endeavor shaped by historical legacies, political realities, and global dynamics. 

Makalani highlights the multifaceted nature of these challenges, from geopolitical divides and 

cultural barriers to institutional weaknesses and generational disengagement. Yet the rise of 

technology, mobility, and transnational networks offers new possibilities for collaboration. 

The task ahead lies in transforming symbolic gestures into concrete action, ensuring that Pan-

Africanism remains a living, evolving project capable of addressing the needs of both Africa 

and its diaspora.  

Strategies to strengthen the role of the African Diaspora in Achieving Pan- African Unity 

The vision of a united Africa has long inspired leaders, intellectuals, and grassroots 

movements, serving as both a political ideal and a strategic framework for continental progress. 

Yet, as Mazrui emphasizes, the realization of Pan-African unity cannot be achieved without 

fully recognizing and integrating the African Diaspora as a critical component of Africa’s 

development, unity, and global influence. Strengthening the role of the Diaspora requires 
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deliberate strategies that span institutional, cultural, economic, political, technological, and 

social dimensions. 

A key starting point lies in institutional integration and representation. The African 

Union’s recognition of the Diaspora as the “sixth region” of Africa must move beyond 

symbolism to practical inclusion. This involves granting Diaspora representatives voting rights 

in AU decision-making bodies and establishing national Diaspora councils across African 

states.31 Such councils would serve as bridges, coordinating engagement between continental 

governments and global African communities, ensuring that the Diaspora’s voice is 

consistently heard in shaping Africa’s future. Equally important is cultural and historical 

reconnection. Pan-Africanism thrives on shared identity, and this requires deliberate efforts to 

educate both Africans and Diaspora communities about their intertwined histories. 

Incorporating Pan-African history and Diaspora contributions into school curricula would 

foster awareness among younger generations. Beyond education, cultural exchange programs 

such as youth exchanges, study-abroad opportunities, and artist residencies can reconnect 

Diaspora Africans with their heritage. Digital archives and African-led media platforms also 

play a vital role in amplifying shared struggles, victories, and values, strengthening the cultural 

bonds that underpin unity.32 

 
31 A. Sesay, & M. Omotosho, The Politics of Regional Integration in West Africa. West African Civil Society 

Institute, 2011, p.64 

32 S. O. Oloruntoba, Pan-Africanism, Regional Integration and Development in Africa. In S.O. Oloruntoba 

(Ed.), Pan Africanism, Regional Integration and Development in Africa. Springer, 2020, p. 119 
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Economic engagement is another pillar of Diaspora integration. The Diaspora 

represents a vast reservoir of financial and entrepreneurial potential. Harnessing this requires 

innovative mechanisms such as Diaspora bonds, venture capital funds, and partnerships with 

small and medium enterprises. Pan-African business forums and digital trade platforms can 

further connect Diaspora entrepreneurs with African markets, while simplified legal and 

regulatory frameworks would ease investment in sectors like technology, agriculture, real 

estate, and education. By channeling Diaspora resources into Africa’s development, economic 

solidarity can become a tangible driver of unity. Political and social advocacy also strengthens 

Pan-Africanism. Diaspora communities, positioned within global institutions, can serve as 

powerful advocates for African interests. Organizing lobby groups to represent Africa at the 

UN, IMF, and WTO would amplify the continent’s voice in international affairs.33 Similarly, 

coalitions advocating for reparations, anti-racism policies, and historical justice would unite 

Diaspora communities around shared causes. Diaspora professionals can also contribute 

directly to African governance by offering expertise in political consultancy, election 

monitoring, and institution building. 

Technology and innovation provide new opportunities for collaboration. Diaspora-led 

tech hubs and incubators can link innovation abroad with African startups, fostering 

knowledge transfer and entrepreneurship. Remote collaboration platforms enable co-working, 

research partnerships, and governance consultancy across borders. Open-source networks 

 
33 T. Adeleke, “Black Americans and Africa: A Critique of the Pan-African and Identity Paradigms.” The 

International Journal of African Historical Studies, vol. 31, no. 3, 1998, pp. 505– 536. 
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between African and Diaspora universities can democratize access to knowledge, ensuring that 

innovation serves as a unifying force rather than a dividing one. Legal recognition and 

citizenship policies further consolidate Diaspora engagement. Offering dual citizenship or 

permanent residence to Diaspora Africans would formalize their belonging to the continent. 

Initiatives like Ghana’s “Year of Return” could be expanded into continent-wide programs, 

affirming the Diaspora’s right to reconnect with Africa both symbolically and practically.34 

Finally, youth mobilization and empowerment are essential to sustaining Pan-

Africanism. Supporting youth-led movements focused on identity, justice, and innovation 

ensures that Pan-African ideals remain relevant to contemporary struggles. Diaspora youth 

forums and summits can nurture future leaders, while mentorship programs pairing Diaspora 

professionals with African youth build capacity and leadership skills across generations. In 

essence, Mazrui’s strategies highlight that Pan-African unity cannot be achieved without the 

active participation of the Diaspora. Institutional reforms, cultural reconnection, economic 

investment, political advocacy, technological collaboration, legal recognition, and youth 

empowerment together form a comprehensive framework for integration. By embracing these 

strategies, Africa and its Diaspora can transform Pan-Africanism from an aspirational ideal 

into a lived reality, strengthening unity and enhancing Africa’s global influence. 

 

 

 
34 R. E. Oppong, The African Union, African Economic Community and Africa’s Regional Economic 

Communities: Untangling a Complex web. African Journal of International and Comparative Law, 18(1), 

2010: 92-103.  

 



 
THE CALABAR HISTORICAL JOURNAL 

 Vol. 12, No. 2, December 2023, pp. 82-105. ISSN: 2315-8816  

https://thecalabarhistoricaljournal.com/  
 

103 
 

Conclusion  

Pan-Africanism remains a vital framework for understanding African and diaspora 

struggles for freedom, identity, and development. From its historical roots in resistance to 

slavery and colonialism to its present-day manifestations in policy, culture, and activism, Pan-

Africanism continues to inspire efforts toward African unity and empowerment. As Africa 

navigates the complexities of the 21st century, Pan-Africanist principles may yet offer 

pathways to more inclusive and sustainable development. Overcoming the challenges to Pan-

African unity will require renewed commitment, effective institutions, inclusive education, 

and deeper connections between the continent and its global diaspora. Only through sustained 

and inclusive collaboration can the dream of Pan-Africanism be realized in the 21st century 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
THE CALABAR HISTORICAL JOURNAL 

 Vol. 12, No. 2, December 2023, pp. 82-105. ISSN: 2315-8816  

https://thecalabarhistoricaljournal.com/  
 

104 
 

Bibliography 

Adeleke, T. “Black Americans and Africa: A Critique of the Pan-African and Identity 

Paradigms.” The International Journal of African Historical Studies, vol. 31, no. 

3, 1998, pp. 505– 536. 

Adesola A, The Spirit is Willing, But the Flesh is Weak: Contemporary Pan-Africanism and 

The Challenges to A United States of Africa, The University of San Francisco, USF 

Scholarship: a digital repository @ Gleeson Library |Geschke Center, 2021 

Adi, H. Pan-Africanism: A History. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2018 
 

Ake, Claude. “Pan-Africanism and African Governments.” The Review of Politics, vol. 27, no. 

4, 1965, pp. 532–542. 

Du Bois, W.E.B.  The Souls of Black Folk. A foundational text in Black consciousness and 

Pan-African thought, 1919. 

Emerson, R. “Pan-Africanism.” International Organization, vol. 16, no. 2, 1962, pp. 275– 290. 

Esedebe, P. O. Pan-Africanism: The Idea and Movement, 1776–1991. Howard University 

Press, 1994 

Garvey, M.  Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey. Edited by Amy Jacques Garvey, 

19233 

Geiss, I.  The Pan-African Movement: A History of Pan-Africanism in America, Europe and 

Africa. Methuen & Co, 1974 

Gilroy, P. The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness. Harvard University 

Press, 1993 

Langley, J. A. Pan-Africanism and Nationalism in West Africa, 1900–1945. Clarendon Press, 

1973 

Makalani, M. “Pan-Africanism.” Oxford Bibliographies, 2012 
 

Mazrui, A. A. Black Reparations in the Era of Globalization. Review of Black Political 

Economy, 29(1), 2002: 27–42. 

Nantambu, K. “Pan-Africanism Versus Pan-African Nationalism: An Afrocentric Analysis.” 

Journal of Black Studies, vol. 28, no. 5, 1998, pp. 561–574. 

Nkrumah, K. Africa Must Unite. Heinemann, 1963 
 

Nzongola-Ntalaja, G. An African Perspective. In N. Pirozzi (Ed.), Ensuring Peace and Security 

in Africa: Implementing the New Africa-EU Partnership (17-18). San Romano: 

Istituto Affari Internazionali, 2010 

Okeke, V.O.S. and Aniche, E. T.  Economic Regionalism and Dependency in Africa: A Study 

of African Economic Community (AEC). Arabian Journal of Business and 

Management Review, 1(11), 2012: 5-23.  



 
THE CALABAR HISTORICAL JOURNAL 

 Vol. 12, No. 2, December 2023, pp. 82-105. ISSN: 2315-8816  

https://thecalabarhistoricaljournal.com/  
 

105 
 

Okpewho, I., Carole, B. D., and Ali A. M., (eds.)  The African Diaspora: African Origins and 

New World Identities. Indiana University Press, 2001 

Ola, Opeyemi. “Pan-Africanism: An Ideology of Development.” Présence Africaine, no. 112, 

1979, pp. 66–95. 

Oloruntoba, S. O., Regionalism and Integration in Africa: EU-ACP Economic Partnership 

Agreements and Euro-Nigeria Relations. Palgrave Macmillan, 2016 

Oloruntoba, S.O. Pan-Africanism, Regional Integration and Development in Africa. In S.O. 

Oloruntoba (Ed.), Pan Africanism, Regional Integration and Development in 

Africa. Springer, 2020 

Oppong, R. F. The African Union, African Economic Community and Africa’s Regional 

Economic Communities: Untangling a Complex web. African Journal of 

International and Comparative Law, 18(1), 2010: 92-103.  

Sesay, A and Omotosho, M. The Politics of Regional Integration in West Africa. West African 

Civil Society Institute, 2011 

Sesay, A. The African Union: Forward March or About Face-turn? Claude Ake Memorial 

Papers No.3. Uppsala: Department of Peace and Conflict Research and Nordic 

Africa Institute, 2008 

Sherwood, M.  Pan-Africanism and the Struggle for Freedom in Africa, 1900-2000. Routledge, 

2013 

Wapmuk, S. In search of greater unity: African states and the quest for an African union 

government. Journal of Alternative Perspectives in the Social Sciences, 1 (3), 2009 

645-671.  

Wapmuk, S. Pan-Africanism in the 21st Century: African Union and the Challenges of 

Cooperation and Integration in Africa, BJIR Brazilian Journal of International 

Relations, vol.10, (2), 2021: 284-310 

Zeleza, P. T.  Rewriting the African Diaspora: Beyond the Black Atlantic. African Affairs, 

2005: 35–68. 

 

 


